Director's statement 
Many films have been made about the Holocaust, this unimaginable chapter of history is still full of surprises. The film focuses on the immediate post war period: 1945-7. Unveiling the story of the Displaced persons camps, at the tip of the heel of the Italian boot. This was a transitory phase for them, a time out or rather a recuperation period   to normal life on their way to the Israel.  
The sun, the sea, but mostly the Italian human warmth towards the survivors, captured my heart and imagination
It is an amazing story of rebirth. It shows the role and power of women, who were determined to fill the gap of their lost families and thus had the courage to give birth to their first children before they had a real home or even a formal ID. Bearing children in the DP camps was a constitutive event from personal, feminine, and Jewish perspectives. Against the fateful significance of motherhood during the Shoah, it was an expression of the female strength to survive and overcome the horrors of the exterminations. In the maternity hospital of the DP camp in Santa Maria di Leuca, hundreds of babies were born. ( 50 were traced down in Israel today) 
The film will follow the journey of three of these babies, today mature women 
Shuni Lifshitz, Rivka Cohen, Esther Hertzog who come to Italy in order to touch the place where they were born and to find out more about the DP camp experience. . Driven by the urge to reconnect with their MOMS, and to understanding the role which they played in their mothers' lives and how it affected their own lives. This journey will also give them the opportunity to thank the still living Italians who received their parents with embracing hands unlike the Poles, Russians, Checks and Hungarians in their countries of origin. 
The journey to Puglia closes circles and deepens the insight of the meaning of birth: that of a baby, and the rebirth of the parents themselves. This was probably the most meaningful act of rehabilitation after the Holocaust. At the end of the film the children of our protagonists and some of the grand children will join them at a ceremony of Friendship with the Italians. Together with 35 of the babies born there who were identified in Israel. 

The film will be an active performance in conservation of memory friendship and the transmission of the heritage to the next generation.
It is extremely important to document the stories of the women-mothers who participated in the dramatic events and who are still alive. This is the last chance to tell their stories at first hand and to pass it on to future generations.
, 
Uniqueness of the film project

Project Description
The narrative will revolve around 3 gates:

The lighthouse: The research in Israel: reading memoirs, diaries, books and interviews with people who stayed at the camps, esp. women who had given birth there. All this leads to the decision to go to Italy.

The stations passed by the protagonists on their journey and quest for knowledge and insights. It will happen both in Israel and in Italy. Conversations, situations and dialogues with old survivors, with mothers who gave birth in Italy; talks between the protagonists themselves and with their own children. 

The Party encounter with the locals and the "third generation" (grandchildren of the survivors) in the Museum of Memories and Welcome in S.M. di Bagni.

About the Protagonists and their motivation: 

Three women in their sixties find out by chance that all three of them were born at "the end of the earth", at the foot of the lighthouse of a remote village called Santa Maria di Leuca, and whose parents are Holocaust survivors. Only one woman's mother is still alive. Highly motivated, they decide to go there in order to connect the place with the stories they have heard, and collect some more info. They wish to meet Italians who can tell it from their point of view. After intensive research they leave, equipped with diaries of the period, findings and old photos they have collected from personal albums and archives. Each woman has a different motive.

 Shuni Lifshitz, whose parents (from Poland)  hardly spoke about Italy, wants to check out what a DP camp looks like and learn what experiences her parents might have had in the place she was born.

Rivka Cohen, from an orthodox family ( From Hungary),  heard from her mother stories about Catholic nuns who looked after her after she was born. She also wants to verify the engaging stories that her parents told her about the place.

Esther Herzog, (whose parents are from  Czechoslovakia),  an anthropologist, whose mother is still alive, decides to join her friends and wants to find out about the wedding dress lent by the Italians to Jewish brides and its importance in this place, where new life started.

