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Director's Statement
1. What motivated me in this work is my life long interest in women's issues. I have done another Documentary about Women field Officer school entitled "Company Jasmine" in which I tested the status of women in the most historically MACHO club: the ARMY.

That work lasted also 3 years but was not as painful as my recent film on the Women of the Wall. In the Army there was progress since the time when I served and was an officer. 

The Women of the wall are a very unique group of educated religious women who want to share in the religious life of their communities. 

They believe that women should not be pushed to the margins but rather have a place at the center. 

I was moved or to be precise provoked by the fact that the Ultra Orthodox Rabbi of the Wall opposes the VOICES of women. As a secular person who believes that every one should have a voice this moved me to action. I wanted to become the voice of the women. 

It is important to say that what this group is doing is according to the Jewish law. But in the male ruled society women were deprived of many rights. For example women are not obliged to pray , to put the prayer shawl , to blow the Shofar (Horn) and to put tefilin. This is nto to say that they are not allowed to do it if they wish and can. But the Ultra Orthodox who wish to hold women low claim that this is the rule…

2. The women of the Wall were happy that a secular person like me felt close and committed to tell their story. The work of the film took almost 4 years but the film school that I came from taught me to work with the "Heroes" of my films . I have shown them every rough cut and was attentive to their remarks because my purpose was to give them a voice.

As a director I have included in the film also people who have different attitudes but this was accepted by the Women of the Wall. They were very supportive and understood the many severe limitations that I have had during the shooting. 

3. I feel ashamed that in the modern state of Israel the Ultra Orthodox people who are only 6-10 percent of the population  have such a strong political status. The government is afraid of them as they are the thin balance of every government coalition To me this  is shameful. 

4. This struggle is very bitter as the religious beliefs are overloaded with emotions and even more with brainwash of the people who were brought up in the religious surroundings. The fact that political issues are more important than women issues is rather appalling to me 

5. The most difficult moment for me was the riots against the women when the Ultra orthodox women screamed at the Women of the Wall. 

I was hurt as a women and shocked as a person that women can become so blind and behave so vehemently against someone who simply think differently. Hatred is scary, and so unnecessary.  I also think that these women are being incited by the Rabies who use them for Political purposes.

I have realized for the first time in my life how violent voices and curses can be.  For 2 days after this happening I was in bed recuperating. 
6. I am not thinking in terms of repercussions. 

1. The film was not yet accepted for broadcast on any public TV Channel in Israel. (Parts were screened on interviews with me and in the Cable  TV Channels. 

The purpose of the film is to cause debate and stir the consciousness of the people to this unbearable situation. In this respect it starts to gain momentum by being screened in all of Israel Cinemathques, in social Forums and on various cultural programs. I believe that eventually it will get into one of the channels, and thus will become part of the social dialogue about Jewish Identity , Tolerance and the role of women.
7. What I learnt from this adventure is the taste of frustration as a women and as a citizen. The film was not supported by any film National fund and yet I got support from my ex students who came to work with me for the sake of doing this film. 

So my experience was that if you are convinced and you have a cause you can do a film in spite of lack of resources or against all odds. 

8. I love the documentary genre. I come form a background of a Historian and in doing Documentary I feel one get closer to the happenings; even if it is not always objective and balanced. The documentary Genre is a form of art which capsulate pieces of reality in a very row form.

Maybe I will write a feature script but what I love and feel most connected to is the Documentary. 

What really fascinates me is the challenge to deal with reality and the need to give it an artistic form. 
9. I think that although this film deals with a specific group of women in Israel the problem of silencing women exits all over the world and this is why I believe that my film carries a universal message. 

More over in a world where fundamentalism is biting deeper every day it is important to cry out and say Women should read from the books of prayer they should have a voice and a share they are 50 percent of the population and thus have an equal right. 
The lyrics of the theme song which I wrote carry the final message: 
In My Voice,  By Yael Katzir

In my voice, in your voice,

in a woman's voice,

I expand another prayer,

Not mouthing silent words,

for my voice rises &is carried up  to heaven:

Torah shall come forth from Zion. 

I too, deserve a place in God's universe

In every woman, in a woman's voice,

In every woman's voice, a prayer.

