I have traveled around the world &
prayed with talit and tefilin

on Trains in Japan on airplanes

going to Prague or to France, 

and the only place where I am actually

scared to put a talit over my head

and pray, least I get hit with a chair

over my head or fesses thrown at me, 

is at the Kotel,

The western Wall in Jerusalem

The women of the Wall 

are the prophets of our time.

The Prophetesses of our time,

because they are challenging 

and have been challenging 

the injustice in sacred space.

There isn't any thing more prophetical.

The important thing for

people to understand is 

that this movement didn't

begin as a statement.

This movement didn't begin

because anyone 

was trying to prove

something to anyone else.

This movement began

because women want

a relationship to God

and relationship to Jewish Tradition.

The women of the Wall

Movement started in 1989.

It was my first time in Jerusalem,

the first year of the Intifada

the Palestinian uprising. 

That was what people

were worried about, 

when they went to Jerusalem.

We were attending a women's

conference in Jerusalem

and decided that we

would like to get together to doven

and have a prayer service at the Kotel.

The Police had a tear Gas Canister and

one of the man grabbed it and threw it 

into the group of us who were down still 

at the kotel in our prayer service.

I didn't expect that it would

be an orthodox Jew

who would throw a tear gas canister and

endanger a whole group of Jewish Women.

Here is a photo that was in the

NY Times of the same event. 

This one my mother sent to me

because she picked me out of the

crowd and wrote: Did I guess right? 

At some point in the middle

of the dawn prayer,

an ultra orthodox man who

was very angered by what he saw

came from the man's section,

climbed over

to the women's section, 

picked up a metal chair

and threw it at the group,

and I was the lucky beneficiary

to have the chair hit me in

the back of my head,

and when I put my hand

to the back of my head 

I was realizing that there was

a tremendous amount of blood.

And it suddenly dawned on me, 

that my little innocent spiritual

experience of praying

at the kotel was going

to be anything but that.

The Kotel the western Wall is the

most significant site to worship God.

This site is the site that has held Jewish

dreams and Jewish prayers for centuries.

And for generations Jews

have come to the Wall 

and put their little pieces of papers

with their prayers inside the stones.

Many commemorative

events are held there.

Paratroopers come

to the wall to be sworn in

The 9th of the month of Av,

when the great Temple

was destroyed, and the Memorial day.

It's a symbol of Jewish survival. 

For me it's a very emotional experience.

I feel connected to my past,

to my people's past.

My first real spiritual experience

in my life happened at the Kotel.

As I came close I actually felt,

in that moment, 

something I had never

experienced before in my life,

I felt that I could experience

the presence of God.

A parliament bill that passed

preliminary reading says:

No ceremony shall be held

in the Wall's women's section

that includes reading

from a Torah scroll,

blowing the ram's horn, 

wearing prayer shawls or phylacteries.

Violators shall be

imprisoned for 7 years.

7 years in jail for a woman who is 

wearing a prayer shawl at the Wall

or is reading from a Torah?!

God made a human being

a human being

and a donkey a donkey.

He made men and women.

Women have their job to do,

and men have theirs.

You can't mix them.

Namely?

-Women must teach the children,

take care of the house,

raise the children to observe the Torah

and its commandments.

Men must go and learn Torah.

The Torah gives you no right.

You have nothing at all.

Those who violate

the Torah's rules go to Hell.

You can continue but not allowed.

What the Women of the Wall want

is to have equal civil rights

at the Western Wall, too,

the freedom to let their voices be heard.

Israel markets the Wall

as a place of national unity.

How can there be unity when

half of the population is silenced?

How can there be unity

when bullies control the Wall?

What we want

is for our voices to be heard

along with everyone else's.

I stopped going to the Wall

in the 1980s and the 1990s.

I felt that it had been taken over by groups

that I do not identify

with politically or religiously.

I came back to the Wall

for the sake of the group,

so that at least once a month

I could pray with them there.

I always say that this group

gave me back the Wall.

I realized that it's not fair.

Why shouldn't I go?

Years ago,

we petitioned the Supreme Court

to wear prayer shawls,

read Torah and pray aloud

in the women's section at the Wall.

Our prayers are in accordance

with Jewish law.

Three judges heard our petition.

They gave a historic desicion.

They ruled unanimously that it is allowed.

But after that, there was

such an outcry in the country

that the Supreme Court decided

that nine judges

would reconsider the petition.

Nine judges are sitting on the panel now.

We are worried.

I am worried.

It's likely that 

ultra-Orthodox pressure

will make our success temporary.

As a girl I went with my father to synagogue

on Shabbat morning.

Sometimes he was called 

to the Torah. A great honor.

Suddenly, 

I was not connected to him.

I had to stay in my seat

while he went to the Torah.

I realized then that this was

a very important thing.

And that feeling of longing to be there,

when all I could do was:

want it, long for it,

yearn for it, but not go.

Are you coming to

the Women of the Wall?

Seven o'clock at the

women's section.

The New Moon is a women's

holiday from Talmudic times.

Women gather

and worship together.

We have been coming

to the Wall for 14 years

to pray as a group,

to worship, to sing psalms,

to wear prayer shawls.

We stand far from the Wall

so as not to offend anyone.

This is a time of closeness,

of quiet.

A time when we become a community.

In Women of the Wall,

I found

the closest thing to what

I have wanted for years:

a group of women who,

each in her own way,

had something I was searching for.

Feminist, opinionated women,

who cared deeply about Judaism,

for whom the Jewish world

was a part of their lives,

who respected each other.

I thought: 

I need to join this group.

Until the Supreme Court

gives its ruling on our case,

we may not open a Torah

near the Western Wall.

So we are exiled to a place

we call Miriam's Court.

It's in the Jewish Quarter,

but it's a ruin of a 13th-century

Crusader church.

There we complete our prayers

with a Torah reading.

A group of women who belong

to all streams of Judaism,

Orthodox, Reform and Conservative,

who want to worship,

to have a share in Jewish ritual.

The State of Israel

of the 21st century,

unlike Jewish communities

all over the world,

where women are partners

in this entire process,

here in Israel we are in exile.

<May it be for a good sign>

<and good fortune,>

<a good sign and good fortune>

<for us,>

<for us and for all Israel...>

<Blessed are You, our God,>

<Ruler of the Universe,>

<Who has kept us alive>

<and brought us to this day.>

<Amen.>

We are outside the consensus.

We are outside Judaism.

We are other.

A good month.

I ask myself

why we are so threatening,

why women who want to raise

their voices in prayer

are supposedly undermining

all of Jewish tradition.

I can't accept that.

The assertive woman

who in some ways finds her

place within Judaism is a threat

to their own (ultra orthodox) maleness,

to their own sense of role in the family. 

Now the irony of why I feel

so strongly about this issue

is because you can't have on one

level women functioning in the society

as prime ministers,

judge, doctors, surgeons.

And yet when she comes into the synagogue

she is placed to sit in the back,

not to be seen

and told Sh...

Wouldn't you like to?

-What, to read from the Torah? -Yes.

It's not about wanting.

-That's right.

A Jew doesn't do what he wants

or feels like doing.

The Torah says what's forbidden or allowed,

what we must do.

If my husband says something,

he knows what's best for me

because he studies Torah.

He knows what it says.

You don't know what's

best for you? -No!

My wife and daughters learn

more than past generations did,

but violating religious rulings

is something else entirely.

Our role isn't to read Torah,

but to work behind the scenes

for our husbands & children.

We are the Torah.

We don't need to read from it.

The question is not what they do

but why they do it.

If women do it to prove

that they are men,

I don't think it's so smart.

But if that is the way they

get close to God,

then maybe it's all right.

What happens?

Is it forbidden to do that?

Forbidden? -Sure.

-Where is it written?

Nothing prohibits women

from reading the Torah.

Anyone may be one of the seven

called customarily to the Torah.

Namely, anyone may read 

from the Torah on Shabbat,

the seven sections,

including women and children.

This is a fight over territory.

Women have entered

forbidden territory.

If a woman wears her

prayer shawl this way,

like a shawl or a sweater,

then it's all right.

A Jewish policeman told me

how to wear a prayer shawl

without offending anyone.

What is offensive goes

precisely along the lines

of the territorial struggle.

The Wall is mine, not yours.

How do we know it's mine?

By all the laws I made,

and the fines I'll impose

on anyone who tries

to show that he's like me.

There is one Wall and one people.

We need to look for

what we have in common.

If everyone wants to express

their own opinion,

we can make 25 different plazas here, 

for everyone's 

eccentricities, or opinions.

We need to stick to our tradition.

People can't just do what's right

in their own eyes.

A liberal society wants everyone to do

as they see fit, 

as long as 

they don't hurt others.

It's a basic liberal principle.

It includes women's right

to pray at the Wall

with or without a prayer shawl.

Why does it have to be

at the Western Wall?

Why can't the minority conform

to the majority that's there?

The Wall belongs to the public.

It is not a synagogue,

but the Orthodox have

made it one.

They have taken

control of it.

Those who have taken it over

who have political power

have driven away most Jews

who want to pray differently.

Women of the Wall's fight

is one of the bravest

and most important

regarding relations between

religion and state in Israel.

This fight has so much to do

with exclusion,

exclusion of non-Orthodox

groups from Judaism.

Finally, after three years,

the day of judgment has come.

The Supreme Court is reading

our verdict today.

We can only pray

and hope for the best.

Courtroom B,

at nine o'clock.

I got lost.

I am very nervous.

The petition is to grant

women the right to wear 

prayer shawls, read Torah

and pray aloud at the Wall.

And it's amazing.

Of those three things,

the most problematic one

is raising our voices.

Chaia's voice, Betsy's voice,

my voice

have to be discussed

by nine judges.

The Minister of Religious Affairs

says the Wall can hear,

and it doesn't want to hear us.

That is one of the problems:

Whose Wall is it?

Who can speak in its name?

And what kind of state is it

that speaks for walls?

We need a few minutes before...

Five judges have stated:

Women of the Wall may not,

at least at this stage,

worship in the women's section.

The government has

12 months to prepare

an alternate prayer area

at Robinson's Arch. 

If it doesn't prepare

a proper place there by that time,

then Women of the Wall 

may pray as they do in the women's section.

A secular Court has ruled

about holy sites!

It was very close.

4 judges favored allowing us

to pray as we do at the Wall 

They don't want to deal with us,

so they send us elsewhere

so that nobody will see us.

So here is a landmark case

that has to do with all

Jewish women and all

religious women in the world.

Excuse me...

Sorry, but you can't do that

inside the Supreme Court.

What, talking to the group?

No propaganda or media

in the Supreme Court. Sorry.

OK. Fine.

So we'll just finish the sentence.

Finish the sentence

and no more, please.

Bless this prayer group

and all its members,

with their families

and all that they possess.

You're making serious

trouble here.

You can't have propaganda

outside the Supreme Court.

<May our song come before You>

<in holiness and purity>

<like Miriam's, Deborah's>

<and Hannah's.>

Please, can you disperse?

This is propaganda.

It pains and annoys me that

even after we lost the case

they treat us like a threat

to public order,

and that we are banished

just like from the Wall.

I feel great disappointment and some failure.

The state and the Supreme

Court surrendered

to fundamentalist demands

under government pressure,

ignoring streams that demand

equality within religion.

As former Justice Minister,

I respect the Supreme Court.

I am ready to believe that

the issue of public order

was what tilted

the balance for them.

If I sat on that court,

I would have voted in their

favor, as they did at first.

The war of these women

is a war for civil rights,

no matter which rights

they are demanding.

There is a question

of civil rights here,

but there is also an issue

of our national world view:

with all respect, the Court

cannot decide such matters.

So the fight cannot be won

only in the Supreme Court,

but the question of

the nature of the Wall

and why people do not have

civil rights there

is extremely important.

In a way, they are on the

front line for all of us.

I apologize for the

militaristic language.

Levi Eshkol ( Former Prime Minister),

whom I loved and admired,

had the choice to give the Wall

to the archaeologists

or to the rabbis.

It was convenient for him

to give it to the rabbis.

We've been suffering ever since.

If the secular courts can endorse

the religious courts on an issue

for example of the Women of the Wall, 

than you know, we are really in trouble 

- Rabbi Ovadiah: Burry the reform

women wrapped in prayer shawls -

Considering how the

government drags its feet,

they won't hurry

to meet the deadline.

The important question is:

Will they really prepare

a prayer area within a year?

We were given a job,

I don't know by whom,

to build a path

for Women of the Wall,

so we are building it.

This is the path.

All this will be lifted.

The path will go to the end.

You'll be able to go down.

There will be an elevator,

and stairs leading downward.

The Western Wall

is one of four walls 

of the Temple Mount that King Herod

built 2000 years ago.

We are standing here near the

Wall's southwestern corner.

The wall behind me is also

part of the same Wall.

The Wall's prayer area

Is much higher than the level where I am.

It's very small, only part of

this long wall.

Here is this small portion,

which is perhaps a tenth

of the Wall's entire length.

Robinson's Arch

is a unique archaeological site 

that has been sacrificed

for the caprice of politicians.

On this they wasted our money,

our taxes, against our will,

and for what?

In order to keep us

separate, invisible?

What are we, lepers?

None of this construction is

for us. It's against us.

This is for them, not for us.

We never asked for this.

We rejected it over and over.

Our voice has never been heard.

It hurts me terribly

when I see the group there.

It separates the groups completely.

We are all Jews.

We can pray together...

Why shouldn't they be seen?

What crime did they commit?

Why can't they be seen?

Women wear prayer shawls,

boys and girls pray together,

and that doesn't go with the

Orthodox monopoly over there.

As if we mustn't be seen, mustn't be heard.

We're in the corner. What did I do?

They banished us here

because of violence and bullying.

The rule of law does not operate here,

but, the rule of violence.

That is one thing.

The second thing:

They have exiled us,

and you say: Look, the place

of exile is very nice.

We have known that

for 3,000 years.

True, the exile is very nice,

but it's not where we belong.

We don't understand why our

voices can't be heard there

The law mandates a heavy fine

and a prison sentence

for any woman who prays aloud

wrapped in a prayer shawl

or doesn't obey

the rabbi of the Wall.

If this is such a nice place,

put the ultra-Orthodox here.

We want to be there,

with all the other women.

We want to show other

women and girls that

women can read Torah.

We believe that this is our contribution.

This is not a holy site.

It is an archaeological park.

It is for second-class Jews.

It's no coincidence that

it's several meters lower

than the women's section.

There is no reason why this

group, observing Jewish law,

can't be in the women's section of the Wall.

If they really want to pray 

to the Creator 

Out of the depths

I called to You, O God

The deeper the pit,

the more readily their prayer

will be accepted in Heaven.

So I'd suggest that the court

make it 12 meters deeper

so that their prayers will be

better accepted.

The rabbi believes that the

Wall doesn't want to hear us,

or at least that the Wall

over there minds hearing us.

Here the Wall doesn't mind hearing us.

In Israel in 2004,

People talk

about the Wall's caprices.

It's incomprehensible.

The Western Wall

belongs to everyone.

It is the place of

religious Jews,

of non-religious Jews,

those who hold one view

and those who hold another.

Moreover, it is also a place

for non-Jews.

My house shall be a house of

prayer for all nations.

It's inconceivable that everyone

should do as they see fit.

It'll end up a circus!

Come on, Miriam, go up.

When my son was approaching

Bar Mitzvah age

we decided to have his Bar mitzvah

there, 

Sadly all of the women were separated.

Even though I was his Bar Mitzvah Tutor

had taught him his

Torah portion,

I could not be at his side

when he did his portion.

In this picture you can see my son 

reading from the Torah.

Now I am not in this picture

because we were so far away

with the women being separated,

that you can't even see where I was 

or where my family members were. 

The Wall has become

a bar-mitzvah fair,

a source of income

for the ultra-Orthodox.

They are unwilling to share

that with anyone.

Congratulations!

Do you also do bat mitzvah

ceremonies for girls here?

Do you have them?

-Sorry, we don't...

We don't have anything

for girls yet.

We're with the Western Wall

Heritage Foundation.

On behalf of the

rabbi of the Wall?

I see.

And no activities for girls?

I've never seen anything

in the plaza.

I know that families organize

tours of the tunnels.

But I want her to read

from the Torah.

Well, that I don't...

In Israel, the ultra-Orthodox

took over many of the holy sites.

They control them

as if they own them.

The fact that they don't let girls

celebrate bat mitzvah at the Wall

shows a reality of extremists

taking over a national site.

The men run their lives.

Particularly, the Orthodox

and the fanatics,

those who hate the other,

and misogynists.

This is the only Torah scroll

in the women's section.

A good month to you,

dear friends.

This New Moon is special.

It's the first New Moon after

the Supreme Court verdict.

The verdict says that within

12 months, the government 

must provide us

with an alternate prayer area.

This has not happened.

If, after 12 months,

the area is not ready,

then arrangements must be made

to enable us to pray here.

This didn't happen either.

The 12 months were up 

on April 6th. 

We are 14 days past the deadline.

The exciting moment will be

when we put on prayer shawls.

Even more exciting will be

the moment we read Torah.

If a policeman says Stop,

we are obeying the verdict.

I ask, as I do every month,

here, like every month.

That means no

Torah scroll or phylacteries.

We don't put on phylacteries.

No Torah scroll. That you

can do in the church's ruins.

We checked for you.

We opened the place. It's ready.

We will act according to the court order.

I'm talking according to the court order.

-I'm talking according to the court order, too.

<Arise, O Lord, and scatter>

<Your enemies,>

<and let Your foes flee from>

<before You.>

<Torah shall come forth>

<from Zion...>

<And on the Sabbath day, two unblemished>

<yearling lambs>

<and 2 tenth-measures of flour>

<mixed with oil, and libations ...>

<Torah shall come forth>

<from Zion,>

<and God's word from Jerusalem.>

The moment I took the Torah

out of the bag,

I waited for a reaction,

and I saw that there was none.

Then I realized that there

would be none,

and if there was none now,

there wouldn't be one at all.

This is what we should have

done these 14 years.

Every moment we sat in the

Court was a waste.

Every penny we spent,

but this was worth it.

We were here

and this is a great victory.

I hope it will continue.

The Torah is my connection as

an Israeli and Jewish woman

to the most primal source

of my identity.

If I can't read from the

Torah scroll as a woman,

then no one has the right

to read from it.

It doesn't belong to one

group, but to everyone.

We women were there when

the Torah was given at Sinai.

When God says :

"And I shall be sanctified

in the midst of the Children of Israel"

did he mean males, 

did he mean males and not females? 

When God made the

covenant with Israel

to be the carriers of Torah in history 

did he only think of men? 

It's insane to think that way.

Therefore in some way 

the perversion and distortion

regarding the role of women has to be

corrected for the dignity of Judaism.

When a woman wants to read

from a Torah scroll,

which is against custom

and Jewish law,

it creates a provocation.

14 years is a provocation?

To come each month for 14 years?

Can anyone show more sincerity,

more commitment or community

than to come in any weather,

in any security situation?

If I wanted to create a

provocation at the Wall,

the last thing I'd choose would

be a group of Orthodox women

who dress modestly and come so early,

once a month,

to pray according to Jewish law,

in the women's section.

The Orthodox world is getting

stricter about everything,

in complete contrast to what

has been customary

throughout the history of the

development of Jewish law.

When there were problems,

they were always solved.

The way we live today is not the same way

as people lived a hundred years ago.

It's just not the same way.

We have new challenges in

every aspect of our lives.

The question is who has the power

to make legitimate change?

<Torah shall go forth from Zion,>

<Torah shall go forth from Zion,>

<and God's word from Jerusalem.>

<Yours, O God, are greatness,>

<might and glory,>

<infinity and splendor.>

<Blessed are You, O God,>

<Ruler of the Universe,>

<Who chose us from>

<among the nations>

<and gave us His Torah.>

<This is the Law that God gave>

<to the Children of Israel>

<through Moses.>

<The Torah is light ->

<Hallelujah!>

<The Torah is light ->

<Hallelujah!>

<Let me hear your voice:>

<Your voice is pleasant>

<and your face is beautiful.>

<Let me hear your voice...>

It harms our people's unity.

And for what?

The woman isn't covering her head.

She has no respect.

They're putting on a show.

Some of them came for a week,

some for two months.

And for that tiny group

you drive a country crazy?

I would suggest not splitting

the Jews of Israel

into all kinds of groups,

not to do what they're doing

in the US and in Europe,

where, regrettably, there are

Reform synagogues,

Conservative and Orthodox.

I think that here in Israel

we must be united.

Unity is our message

to the world.

I hear people claim:

Your way is the American way.

You should go back to America.

But I want to say that I've

never heard protests

or opposition to a Yemenite

or Moroccan synagogue.

There is always respect for

all ethnic groups.

There is also the American

ethnic group.

And each group -

Russians, Ethiopians, Moroccans -

contributes from its culture

to the State of Israel.

When I prayed,

the energy was amazing.

I felt that we should have

been here all the time.

Nothing happened at all.

We have the right to do this.

It is in accordance with

Jewish law.

We have to be confident

that what we're doing is for

the sake of Heaven,

even if it is new

and a bit revolutionary. -Yes.

A bit scary. -Revolutionary, 

but within tradition and Jewish law.

We proved that it can be done 

and the stones of the Wall didn't fall.

Finally the state woke up

to ask for more time

to complete the new site.

I don't understand why we

need the site.

We've been praying aloud with prayer

shawls for two months.

We read from the Torah.

And everything was quiet.

So why do we need

an alternate site?

We have reached

the height of absurdity.

The state has asked

for a month and a half

to complete the new site.

Now the judge has to convene

9 judges to think it over 

Which do you think

will take longer:

finding 9 judges 

or a month and a half?

All this time-wasting

is working in our favor.

We are creating facts on the ground.

If they want to sing,

They can go to Robinson's Arch

and sing there.

There is a concept known as local custom.

The Wall is like a synagogue.

Men & women pray separately.

So you don't raise your voice.

In a place so central

to the Jewish people,

you can't impose the

local custom of one group

that is small even

within the religious world.

If someone can't stand us,

will it be so hard for him

if, for 11 hours a year,

he isn't at the Wall right then?

In exchange, I'll stand

as far as possible from the divider,

as far back as possible,

so as not to bother anyone.

Women pray without

making a political statement,

and I think we need to adapt

to the custom of the women...

I didn't go near the Wall

for almost 20 years

because I felt I didn't belong there

until I felt the group's

presence around me.

Then I could go back and feel

that it belongs to me, too.

This is a place where Jews

did not pray for many years.

When we got the Wall back in 1967,

suddenly local custom is

Orthodox custom.

Who decided that?

Interested parties.

This group wants to introduce

something new

that never existed before,

especially in Jerusalem,

and to give it legitimacy

with legal force.

We are going to pray,

hopefully without any interference.

We will also read Torah, 

and if for any reason

there is any disturbances,

please follow my directions. 

You are invited to put on your prayer shawls,

Rahel will lead us in prayer.

This is not the local custom.

We are legally allowed

according to court order.

Praise Him, praise Him...

Praise Him, praise Him...

Shira, take it away!

Police!

<->This is not local custom.

This belongs to us!

This is theft!

Don't touch our Torah.

This is not local custom.

Then you can leave.

<->This is not the local custom.

Get out of here.

You have nothing to do here!

Or we'll call the police.

-This is not the local custom

It's a disgrace to all of us.

Please leave.

You don't belong here. Go.

-This is not local custom.

Enough. <->Shira, leave.

Nobody made you a policewoman.

Leave this place.

-This is not local custom.

Shira, if you don't like it, don't be here!

You didn't have to come

all the way from Netanya 

to make a scene!

Did you write this? 

Did you wrote the rules? 

This is not local custom.

-May I have a word with you?

Come aside with me. I want to talk to you.

<->Can we talk here? -No, not at all.

What do you have to be scared of?

The moment you take her out,

you'll see, it'll be quiet.

Believe me, we know her.

I was at the police station

and I spoke to the Wall's rabbi.

There's a Torah

in the green bag.

They want to open it and have

a reading for the new moon.

Crazies!

The police said it's forbidden.

A free show! How much do you

pay for a show like this?

They took Zion and Jerusalem

out of the prayer book.

Reform.

Disgraceful!

They destroyed the Jewish

people in the United States.

Mixed marriages and all.

Why do you come to the Wall?

You tell me...

I'll start teaching you...

I don't give a hoot about

the television or anyone.

What? Is it sacrilege

to speak against them?

It's sacrilege to let them be here.

-No, but they're Jews.

I'm ready to sit in jail 

if they arrest me.

There are laws made

according to the Torah,

and they don't change until

the Messiah comes. No change!

Our tradition is ancient.

-Don't waste your breath. They're insane.

I can talk. 

Freedom of speech!

They're crazy.

Leave them alone.

We must protest. -Calm down.

This is a place of prayer.

A place of prayer. -Yes.

So let them not sing.

I don't want to hear them singing.

I don't hear anything there.

I hear you.

Women aren't allowed...

I read it in my newspaper...

No Torah scroll.

Women don't read Torah.

No such thing in Judaism.

They can't read the Torah.

It's true. It's written.

She said it on the radio...

It's forbidden!

Forbidden!

Women can't read Torah!

Women aren't allowed!

-Forbidden!

There are laws in this

country, no?

If they don't read Torah,

that's their problem.

If they read Torah, protest!

Get out of here!

A disgrace!

Look, there's a Torah scroll!

They opened a Torah scroll!

Why are you standing around?

Rabbi Rabinowitz!

Anyone who fights against us

fights for Judaism.

And for Judaism, jihad!

Violence! Why not?

They get orders from the rabbis,

for them that's God's word,

Torah law.

So they do as they're told.

Today I don't see how we can

overcome the hatred I saw.

In their voices, faces...

It was embarrassing.

I was ashamed.

I was ashamed when I saw it.

I was ashamed as a woman.

I'm disappointed, truly.

We had a window of opportunity

during these months,

and now it'll be much more difficult.

The problem isn't that religious people

are religious.

The problem is that they try

to impose their way of life

on secular people

and even on religious people.

In Israeli society,

the champions of civil rights

and the champions of secular,

Israeli feminism,

for some reason don't stand up

to support Women of the Wall.

They have an attitude toward the Wall that

what's happening there

is terrible, disgusting.

It's so ultra-Orthodox,

so very religious...

It doesn't speak to us.

So why do something there

regarding civil rights

or women's rights?

And to pray, too...

The fight for women's right

to worship in public at the Wall

doesn't center only on its own

specific goal,

but also on the general

and significant issue of

who is a Jew,

what is Judaism,

who holds the keys to the

gates of Judaism,

who defines our personal,

communal and public identity 

and lives in modern Israel.

Our group is like

our Torah scroll.

It is searching for its place

as we search for ours.

What do we say when we take

out the Torah?

"When the Ark traveled..."

Yes. That...

I don't agree, Danielle.

It drives me crazy

that there are 200 Torah

scrolls on the men's side

for public use, while we

carry ours in rain and snow.

We hand it off every time.

None of us can carry it

for more than 100 meters.

We are going to the Wall

to recite the morning prayers.

If it goes well,

we're going to have Psalms.

We'll see how that goes,

then we'll read Torah.

Women don't come here

with a Torah scroll.

Take it elsewhere

and let her take pictures.

You can't photograph here!

-You're a religious woman.

You're a religious woman.

Aren't you ashamed?

Shut up! Shut up!

To put on phylacteries,

women, at the Wall?

What's with the Torah scroll?

A woman holding a Torah?

What do you think,

that the noise will stop God

from hearing my prayer?

Will God hear you?

He'll punish you.

He won't listen to you.

-Repent and then He'll hear you.

A waste of time, really.

-Take them out of here.

They have a Torah scroll.

Men are standing there.

Come over here.

Go, go, Penina.

There's that awful woman

with the awful jumper.

Those who violate the Torah

go to Hell.

You'll go to Hell!

You have a Torah scroll.

-Where?

They're covering it up.

You don't belong in Israel!

Go back!

You destroyed the american Jewry!

You're wasting your time

taking all those pictures.

Don't touch me.

I'll go by myself.

Shame on you!

He didn't do anything.

You're Amalek!

you're Arafat!

Where are the police?

Why don't you protect

Women of the Wall?

Take a group of men, Rabbi,

and go there and protest.

Take a group of men.

Why are you silent?

We have to see

what they're doing.

The Wall is mine as much as

yours. -You're wrong.

What do you come here for?

Just to aggravate people.

What for?

Deliberately, to provoke.

Incredible impudence!

Saints from the highest heaven.

Go to church.

Go back where you came from.

Who's forcing you?

In a minyan yet, with a cantor.

This is sacrilege.

On the day the Temple fell

because of people like them.

Let's go beat them up a bit.

-No, I'm not beating anyone up.

What, start up with this

wicked country? Don't do it!

They'll kill you.

Arabs they let go, but you'll get life.

The terror attacks happen

because of them.

I feel that their goal is

just to cause riots.

<We will call upon>

<the name of our God!>

<They sank and fell,>

<while we rose up>

<and were encouraged.>

<The King will answer us on>

<the day that we call.>

<He neither slumbers>

<nor sleeps...>

<May the name of the God of>

<Jacob keep you safe...>

You can make an announcement,

but not out loud.

Not out loud.

You have no law from the Torah.

You have nothing.

Don't sing here.

Women can't sing.

There is no peace

for the wicked.

They want to celebrate.

-After that there's nothing to do.

We can, we'd give them

somthing else.

Ladies, come with the Torah.

We are leaving this place

for the ruins of the Crusader

church in the Jewish Quarter.

We had a tough time deciding.

Some of us felt that there

was no sense in staying here.

But we have guests who plan

their vacations in Israel

according to our

prayer services.

We don't want to

disappoint them,

to have them leave without

the experience of reading the Torah.

Either we read at the Wall or

we don't read at all.

I'm not going back to exile.

That means accepting that

violence wins.

Why do they go up?

It's hard for me to accept

the rejection of those women.

How are they so sure that

their way is the right way,

as if they could keep God in

their own little world?

What kind of nonsense is that?

What's amazing is that

our singing is termed

a "public disturbance" by law.

Welcome, everybody!

Put on your prayer shawls. 

If you wear phylacteries regularly,

you are welcome to wear them.

Be yourselves. Your voices

are very welcome here.

Anyone who came and went through this 

and is ready to read Torah is a very

welcome sister.

You can come close.

Blessed be God,

who is blessed.

Blessed be God forever.

Blessed are You, O God,

Ruler of the Universe,

Who chose us from

among the nations

and gave us His Torah.

Blessed are You, O God,

Giver of the Torah.

Amen.

I felt that our voices were just

getting together,

and they're elevated to God.

And while we tried to reject 

all those screamings,

our voices were even stronger 

and I do not remember praying

with such devotion like I did today.

There is a phrase in the prayer:

<God is my strength and song>

<and I shall have salvation.>

<God is my strength>

<and song>

<and I shall have salvation.>

The wisdom of women

builds her home.

Enters her gates with gladness,

her courts with praise.

So may that be 

our devotion as we go forth,

that each of you has the strength

to continue this truly holy work.

You are such as an inspiration

and model for us 

I thank you for your courage! 

This is the same

Torah of all Jews.

We take it in our study

in such a way that we 

interpret it in order to make peace. 

<Let me hear your voice,>

<for your voice is sweet.>

Rachel, if you could please sing to us.

<Let me hear your voice,>

<for your voice is sweet>

<and your face is beautiful.>

<Let me hear your voice,>

<for your voice is sweet>

<and your face is beautiful.>

<Your voice is sweet>

<and your face is beautiful.>

<Your voice is sweet...>

It's obvious that the ultra-Orthodox press

issued a call.

I believe they're trying

to heat things up.

It's very sad to see women

wallowing in the mud.

I was very much against

coming here,

but I just felt I couldn't

stay downstairs today.

When I listen to my voice

almost 40 years ago,

still, there is a thread

that unites my life.

It's not just a bunch of

wanderings hither and yon.

I began a path there

and I am still on that path.

I haven't gotten lost.

I'm still here. Of course,

I haven't gotten there yet.

The ceremony is being held

just before Elul's new moon

because the state is afraid

that we will come to the Wall

and blow there the ram's horn

and the Wall will fall.

I can't join the celebration

of the alternate site.

It's not ready, and there is still

danger of a rockslide.

It annoys me that

the rabbi of the Wall 

won't bother to come to the opening.

It's his way of saying:

women don't belong,

not just at the Wall,

but also on my agenda. 

I hope that the site's

preparation and opening today

will bring not only justice

but also peace.

Again, I thank everyone

who worked for this day.

Talking about ways of peace,

other peaceful solutions

could have been found.

Women's voices are no longer

indecent, but full of prayer.

We want the Scroll of Independence,

not the Dead Sea Scrolls.

We've decided to split

the prayer service

in order to do what the law

permits us to do for now,

the morning prayer 

here in the women's section,

so we can stay

in the public eye and awareness.

The Torah reading,

which we can't do here,

we'll do at Robinson's Arch,

so that, no one will hear us.

<And David said: Blessed are You,>

<O God of Israel, our Father,>

<forever and ever.>

What's wrong with you? 

Haven't you got anywhere else to go?

Just here?

<Now, O God, we thank You and>

<praise Your glorious Name.>

<Blessed are You, O God,>

<Redeemer of Israel.>

We won't blow the ram's horn,

but you'll show we have one.

The only ram's horn

in the women's section.

And you'll give an inspiring Torah lesson, 

Why can we only see it

but not blow it?

Today, you're lucky.

Next time, you're in trouble.

You don't belong here.

They're alive

but they belong in a cemetery.

Blowing the ram's horn,

wearing a prayer shawl,

phylacteries on head and arm,

dwelling in booths

and reciting Hear, O Israel.

Women are exempt from these

six commandments.

Everyone obligates us to

hear the ram's horn.

But if we are obligated,

how can we hear it when we

can't blow it?

Something's just not right

in Jewish law

that someone is obligated and

forbidden at the same time.

There's no logic in that.

We've heard dozens

of ram's horns today,

but we won't hear ours here.

It's not a good idea.

I came here to hear

the ram's horn.

Anyone who wants to hear

women blowing ram's horn,

come to the 2nd-class wall

for 2nd-class people,

there we will blow the.

After so many years of struggle,

though it looks like we failed,

maybe here the first

seedlings will sprout

of the revolution we're

trying to start:

that more women and girls

will have bat mitzvahs,

read the Torah

with us on the New Moon

until we can no longer

be fenced off

in some out-of-the-way place,

far from the public eye.

Orthodox Rabbinate feel 

that a lot of things are sins 

but they are not right.

They don't define what is Jewish for

me, or for my congregation. 

They don't define what is Jewish

for most of the Jewish people.

Reformed Jews in America 

are the largest group of Jews 

It is important that reformed Jews

feel connected to Israel 

and when they see an Israel

that seem to be dominated

by ultra orthodox Jews

who don't recognize

 that reformed Jews are really Jews,

it becomes a very hurtful and very

distancing phenomenon.

Do you think that God wouldn't want 

to accept the prayer of a woman? 

There is always been a healthy debate

within Jewish life throughout the centuries:

About what is authentic Judaism? 

You can go back to Europe 

and have the Hassid's

fighting the Mithnagdim.

You can have the Pharisees

fighting the Sadducees.

But the truth is that we were all Jews. 

I wish that Israel would become

that kind of place that I dream for 

and that so many Jews dream for,

a place where Judaism can be 

a religion for all people.

 It may seem to an outsider that this

is not such an important question

that really, why can't these women pack up

their Talitot and pray in their homes,

if it's so important that they wear them. 

What is at stake here is the soul

of the state of Israel. 

Is Israel going to be a home 

for all Jews to pray in, to live in,

to study in, to work in, with dignity. 

The question is not did the

women of the Wall succeed? 

They succeeded in the sense that 

they created a space for themselves 

and they did not falter, 

and they continued, 

and they are a lesson and 

an inspiration to all of us. 

In that sense they succeeded

The country failed them!

Where is Danielle?

Danielle's staying outside.

She can't come in.

She just can't. All right.

