קריינות 
מבט להודו הפחות מוכרת
סרטה של יעל קציר
.  
Today's visitors to India 

Are drawn to the multiple expressions

 of the local and the tribal culture.  
. 

Since India's independence in 1947, preservation of the tribal tradition has become part of national awareness.
Indians love their traditions

and practice them in their daily life,

holidays and festivals. 

This film opens a window to a less travelled India. 

It stops in regions and in periods of time, 
where individuals or groups express
 their tribal identities and religious beliefs. 

In Indore, a city in the heart of India  

Takes place an annual festival of Tribal Art and Culture.  
Tribes from all over India come to town
 and gather at the grounds of Gandhi Hall. 
It is a festive opportunity to wear tribal costumes and jewls. 
and play traditional music on ancient instruments. 
People of all ages prepare extensively for this occasion 
. 

The highlights are the performances of the tribal dance groups. 
Folk and Tribal dances are performed at every possible occasion, 

Celebrating the arrival of seasons, agricultural festivals and ceremonial occasions related to the life cycle such as birth and marriage. 
A special dance on wooden stilts is performed only by men.  

The tribal dance is a spontaneous expression of joy and vitality.  
The dances were passed on from generation to generation.
 Recently, it was designed for the stage 
in order to be preserved for public performances. 
Bows and arrows, swards and agricultural tools,

are used by the dancers who sing along and cheer....
The dancers’ enthusiasm is contagious.

Thus it is not surprising to see a spontaneous new dancer 
joining the group. ….
Pilgrimage 
According to an old saying
One can't cross the same river twice, 

It is believed in India that Holy Places 
Such as waterfalls, caves or mountains 
are meeting points between heaven and earth.
The river flow is an allegory to the voyage of life:
 birth, death, rebirth  and finally redemption. 

In India, water sources, rivers or lakes are sacred.  
On their banks life carries on 

In this holy water, people purify themselves, wash, bathe 
While the ashes of the dead flow by them down the streams.
In the Indian tradition and religion,

pilgrimage to holy places is deeply rooted. 

The pilgrim is a person who physically sets out on a journey 

seeking inspiration and blessings from the deity of a holy place. 
The pilgrims make their way devotedly,
initiated by personal anguish or yearning. 

At the meeting point of two rivers, in Madhya Pradesh, 

Lies the Island of OmKarshewar, one of the holiest places in India 

It is shaped like Om, the most sacred Hindu symbol.   

The pilgrims carry all kind of
offerings to the Temples, 
In OmKarshewar is the famous light- Lingam, 
guarded by a sculpture of a cobra snake. 

 The Lingam is the symbol of the Lord Shiva,

representing power and potency.  
.

In another temple, childless couples come to pray for children. 

The rocking of a cradle is believed to be a blessing.  
Parents return to give thanks if their prayer was fulfilled. 
Legend has it that the Maharaja of Bikaner dreamt

that Durga, Goddess of power and victory asked
 him to protect the rats. 
He built and dedicated a marble temple to Karnimata, Goddess of Rats, 

 an incarnation of the  Durga.  

Thousands of rats inhabit the temple and are venerated by hordes of pilgrims who bring them offerings of milk, sweets and nuts.  

.  
It is believed that in rats, live 
 the incarnated souls of bards.
Sighting the rats is considered auspicious. 
Each temple has its own tradition. 
And in every place there  hides a life story full of anguish and hope.
On the temple’s outskirts live monkeys
which are believed to be holy animals , 
They too struggle for survival…
Rajasthan 
Rajasthan, the Maharajas state, borders the desert.
Lush/ lavish palaces were built for the affluent rulers, 
adorned by stone carvings. 

Life behind these walls is still a mystery, like the legends
About Arabian Nights. 

Folk dances developed here , to a high artistic level

in order to entertain the ruling class.
In Bikaner, once the Princess Palace, a hotel today, 

An 11 year old girl performs every evening 

the famous Rajasthan dance BHAWAI. 
It demands the talent of a circus acrobat. 

On her head, the dancer balances 9 layers
 of hot smoldering  ceramic bowels. 
While her feet dance on broken glass or nails. 

If she’s scared, she is not allowed to show it!

This was the rule during the days of the Maharajas 
and this is true today for the tourists. 

Her whole family participates in the show

 but the responsibility to provide for the family, 

lies entirely on her shoulders. . 

Visitors to India try to understand the culture 

But they are caught in the spell of the colors and rhythms
They are imprisoned/captivated by a sensual experience. 

Their gaze yearns to remain a minute longer 
To catch more glimpses of the less traveled India.   
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